Your
Promise
of Hope

Leave a gift in your will to Focus Ireland

Introduction

The promise of a gift in your will is the most meaningful and impactful
way of making a lasting difference in communities across Ireland.
Every year, Focus Ireland works with over 14,000 customers across
Ireland, including over 4,300 children at risk of homelessness.

Every year, compassionate and thoughtful people like you leave
the gift of a legacy to Focus Ireland in their will. These extraordinary
gifts secure the future of critical services needed by families,
children, and young people who are at risk of homelessness. Their
legacy will be the means to build a better future and a safe and
secure place to call home for all those who need it.

Please read on to see how your pledge can bring a hopeful future
to those who need it most.

By promising to leave a gift in your will, you can join a community of
supporters securing the future of the life-changing work started by Sr.
Stan over 35 years ago. Her passion and fight for justice still drive our
work today. Your pledge will ensure that your values of humanity,
integrity, and compassion live on in the care that each family, child,
and young person receives.

Every day, with the help of generous supporters like
you, children, families, and young people are
empowered to move on from homelessness. By
leaving a gift in your will, you can leave so much more
than a financial contribution. You are telling those
who need support, and those on the front line, that
help is coming from wonderful people who believe in
our mission to end homelessness.

There will always be people who need our help. I hope that,
because of the foresight of thoughtful people like you, Focus
Ireland can always be there to lift people up and give them
a place to call home. – Sr Stan

— Ciara Carty, Director of Services

Focus Ireland Timeline

1985, Eustace Street

1992, Stanhope Green

2003, Caretakers

Focus Ireland started as
a single room up a narrow
flight of stairs in an old
building on Eustace Street.
Here, Sr Stan created
a safe place where
women experiencing
homelessness could
gather and feel supported.

This building in the heart of
the city now offers a safe
home to dozens of families,
children and individuals.
Three dedicated teams
of support workers help
customers find the stability
and security they need to
build independent lives.

With a name that
encapsulates gentle
guardianship, we
provide emergency
accommodation to young
people and the wraparound support they need
to build up their lives.
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2008 Launch of Dublin
Aftercare Service

2012 Family Homeless
Action Teams Established

2022 Dublin Road
Apartments, Limerick

This critical service gives
young people leaving State
care the support they need
to confidently take the first
steps into independent
adulthood.

This team supports families
who are newly experiencing
homelessness. Specialist
Child Support Workers help
children manage the trauma
of homelessness and try to
minimise disruption to their
education and development.

These purpose-built
apartments are an example
of our progression to larger
scale housing provider.
Ensuring families avoid
homelessness and social
exclusion, breaking the cycle
of poverty and instability that
harms future generations.
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Catherine’s Journey
to a Safe Home
Ten years ago, I felt completely hopeless about my future. After my
relationship with my partner broke down, I was homeless and had
nowhere to go. I can not describe the fear I had the first night, I
slept on a bench outside the council offices, with no money and no
place to go. Even today, it breaks my heart when I see people in
the same boat.
I spent the next seven years homeless, staying in hostels or couch
surfing. Every day I woke up worrying about where I would sleep that
night. This was immensely draining on my mental and physical health.
Thankfully, in the spring of 2020, Focus Ireland helped me find a place of
my own. I was ecstatic when it was offered to me. I didn’t even have any
furniture but I was ready to move in and set about making it my home.

Finally, I felt I could offer people something,
and do something meaningful with my life
instead of just focusing on finding a bed
for the night. — Catherine

Finally, I felt I could offer people something, and do something
meaningful with my life instead of just focusing on finding a bed for the
night. I volunteered in a charity and got a part-time job. I was able to
rekindle friendships and relationships with my children. I had a young
son in State care during this time. Last year, he turned 18 and left care.
We wanted to live together, and with the support of my key worker, I
applied for a transfer for a 2-bed apartment for us both.
Ten years ago, my life was so difficult and felt hopeless, today I am in
a beautiful 2 bed apartment, living with my son. I always tried to be a
good mammy when I had no home, but it was really difficult. These
days I get great pleasure from inviting my now adult children to my
home for dinner. The stability of a home has been essential. I can see
a future again, my son is heading off to college and his prospects are
looking bright.
Focus Ireland can help people who have faced similar challenges to
me and my family, but that is only possible because of the generosity
of a compassionate community of supporters like you.

Catherine in the kitchen
of her new home

John’s Pledge
I support Focus Ireland because I see myself as part of a
network of people who share similar values and want to help
their community. My partner and I have supported Focus Ireland
through donations whenever we could, and at a certain point we
set up a monthly donation. I want to ensure my support lives on so
I decided to leave part of my estate in my will to Focus Ireland,
because this work is so important.
I used to volunteer with Focus Ireland back on Eustace St. in 1985. I
volunteered on the 24-hour helpline, providing callers with information
about hostels and emergency beds and just trying to make sure that
those who needed it found a bed for the night.
Even after I changed jobs and could no longer volunteer, I always kept in
touch. These were people I wanted to keep in my life because they shared
my values and my passion for helping people and the community.

I still regularly read the stories in the newsletter of people
who are at risk of homelessness and the fact that my
support is helping them is very reassuring. —John

John is supporting Focus Ireland
by leaving a gift in his will

This sense of giving back is something I have probably inherited from
my late mother, who used to spend her afternoons visiting with people
who were in poor health or old and living alone. While I have my good
health, I like to use some of my time to support people in the
community in a similar way.
I was always fortunate to have the family home to fall back on. I just
can’t imagine if you did not have that and then your landlord gives you
notice. I still regularly read the stories in the newsletter of people who
are at risk of homelessness and the fact that my support is helping
them is very reassuring.
By leaving a gift to Focus Ireland in my will I am contributing to a better
future for people who need it most. I feel a great sense of fulfillment in
knowing that people will lead better lives because of my gift, and
through them my sense of community spirit will hopefully live on. This
gift is my way of ensuring that I keep supporting these people and the
work that represents my values into the future. I hope that others will
consider making a similar commitment.

I feel a great sense of fulfilment in knowing
that people will lead better lives because of
my gift. —John
Team meeting above
the coffee shop

Why commit to leaving
a gift to Focus Ireland
in your will?
By leaving a gift in your will, you join a community of cherished
supporters securing the future of the life-changing work started
by Sr Stan over 35 years ago. After you have looked after your
family and friends, your gift can ensure that families and children
that need it most will always have a place to call home.
Legacy gifts are foundational to developing Focus Ireland services
for people who need them most. Your invaluable gift could allow us to
build new homes and offer long-lasting support to those who need it
most. Your legacy can ensure that people at risk can avoid homelessness and feel the sense of stability, security, and independence that is
vital to living a fulfilled life.
Leaving a gift in your will to Focus Ireland is a testament to a shared
belief in the value and worth of every person and a commitment to
ensuring these values live on in the future. More than at any other time
in life, writing your will can reassure you that your values will be carried
forward by all those who will have a place to call home because of you.

How you can include Focus Ireland in your will:
• Leave a specific sum, a pecuniary gift. Each such gift is a secure
contribution to help build a future without homelessness.
• Leave a share of your estate not promised to family or friends, a
residuary gift. A gift like this can have a wonderful impact on the
people who need your pledge the most.
• You may pledge a specific item from among your assets, such as
property, shares, or jewellery, to Focus Ireland.
• To include Focus Ireland in a will you have already written, you can
add a codicil. This is simple to add as a permanent part of your will.
Contact your solicitor to inform them you would like to draft a will
and include a gift to Focus Ireland.

Focus Ireland, in conjunction with LawOnline can offer
you a voucher to draft a will online free of charge.
Contact Cian.dikker@focusireland.ie to learn more.

Other Ways to Support

A legacy gift is one of several ways you can plan to support Focus
Ireland in years to come. In the words of one of our pledgers:

I’ve left a gift in my will for Focus Ireland but as I can give
now, I do. I like knowing that while the biggest impact will
come after my time, I can also make a meaningful
difference that I can see now. —Anonymous supporter

The Next Steps

If you are considering leaving a gift in your will to Focus Ireland, we are
very grateful. Even if you are only at the very early stages of planning,
we would be pleased to hear from you and answer any questions you
may have.
If you choose to share your intentions with us we can work closely with
you to ensure your wishes are met and we can thank you for your
support. By making this pledge you will be part of a very special group
of supporters. We would like to be able to keep you up to date and
invite you to special events.
Our promise to you
Your will is a private document and any information you provide will be
treated in the strictest confidence. We pledge to use these gifts diligently
and prudently, and work carefully to ensure that we can honour the
wishes of those that leave gifts to Focus Ireland in their will.
For more information or to discuss the difference your pledge
could make, please contact:
Cian Dikker
Legacy Officer
086 103 3130
cian.dikker@focusireland.ie

I have such respect for Sr Stan and Focus Ireland. I
know where my gift is going and what it is being
spent on. I feel a great sense of satisfaction that I am
making a contribution to something constructive and
long-lasting, and supporting a structured solution to
the challenge of homelessness.
— Evelyn, Focus Ireland Supporter
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